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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
September 19, 2005 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

Applicants' "Amendment..." filed on September 19, 2005 has been considered 
with the following effect. 

Claims 13-16, and 28-29 are canceled. Claims 1,17 and 30 have been 
amended. Claims 1-10, 12, 17-25, 27, 30-38, and 40 remain pending in this application 
and an action on the merits follow. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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Claim 1, 12, 17, 27, 30, and 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,018,720 to Fujimoto. 

Regarding claim 1, Fujimoto discloses an information distribution system having 
a terminal apparatus in which a recording medium has recorded thereon an identifier 
unique to the recording medium and unrewritable prepaid information (col. 3, lines 12- 
14; col. 5, lines 38-41; col. 8, lines 34-48) and is loadable in an information center that is 
connectable to the terminal apparatus and transmits content data thereto via a 
predetermined communication line (see at least Figure 1; Figure 2; col. 2, lines 46-65), 
the terminal apparatus comprising: 

• first receiving means for receiving the content data transmitted from the 
information center (see at least col. 2, lines 46-65; col. 3, lines 1-4; col. 8, lines 
61-66); 

• recording and reproducing means for recording the content data received by the 
first receiving means onto the recording medium loaded by a purchaser in the 
terminal apparatus and reproducing the identifier unique to the recording medium 
(see at least col. 2, lines 46-65; col. 3, lines 1-35; col. 9, lines 40-55; col. 13, lines 
4-47) and the unrewritable prepaid information, wherein the unrewritable prepaid 
information includes a prepaid amount of money, a prepaid service ID and a 
medium ID (col. 3, lines 12-14; col. 5, lines 38-41; col. 8, lines 34-48; col. 10, 
lines 40-46; col. 13, lines 4-47); 

• first transmitting means for transmitting the reproduced identifier unique to the 
recording medium and the reproduced unrewritable prepaid information (col. 3, 
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lines 12-14; col. 5, lines 38-41 ; col. 8, lines 34-48) to the information center (see 
at least col. 3, lines 1-35; col. 9, lines 40-64; col. 6, lines 41-58); 

• the information center comprising: 

• first storage means for storing a plurality of content data (see at least col. 8, lines 
16-24; Figure 1; col. 6, lines 22-23); 

• second transmitting means for transmitting predetermined content data from the 
first storage means to the terminal apparatus (see at least col. 6, lines 23-38); 

• second receiving means for receiving the identifier unique to the recording 
medium and the unrewritable prepaid information (col. 3, lines 12-14; col. 5, lines 
38-41; col. 8, lines 34-48) transmitted from the terminal apparatus (see at least 
col. 6, lines 23-58; col. 13, line 63 - col. 14, line 5); 

• second storage means for storing a usable remaining amount of money relative 
to the unrewritable prepaid information (col. 3, lines 12-14; col. 5, lines 38-41; 
col. 8, lines 34-48) in accordance with the identifier unique to the recording 
medium and the unrewritable prepaid information (col. 3, lines 12-14; col. 5, lines 
38-41; col. 8, lines 34-48) received by the second receiving means (see at least 
col. 9, lines 56-col. 10, line 3; col. 13, line 63-col. 14, line 5); and 

• charging processing means for updating, when the predetermined content data 
are transmitted from the first storage means to the terminal apparatus, the usable 
remaining amount of money stored in the second storage means for a charge of 
the predetermined content data transmitted from the first storage means to the 
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terminal apparatus (see at least col. 3, lines 1 1-23; col. 8, line 63 - col. 9, line 5; 

col. 9, lines 56-col. 10, line 3; col. 13, line 63-col. 14, line 5). 

Regarding claim 12, Fujimoto discloses wherein communication destination 
identifying information for connecting the terminal apparatus to the information center is 
also recorded on the recording medium (see at least col. 3, lines 46-51 ; col. 13, lines 4- 
18). 

Regarding claims 17, Fujimoto discloses an information center, connected to a 
terminal apparatus via a predetermined communication line, for distributing content 
data, comprising: 

• first storage means for storing a plurality of content data (see at least col. 6, 
lines 22-25); 

• transmitting means for transmitting predetermined content data from said first 
storage means to said terminal apparatus (see at least col. 3, lines 24-36; col. 8, 
lines 16-24; col. 16, lines 9-19); 

• receiving means for receiving an identifier unique to a recording medium loaded 
by a purchaser in the terminal apparatus and unrewritable prepaid information 
(col. 3, lines 12-14; col. 5, lines 38-41; col. 8, lines 34-48; col. 10, lines 22-24) 
stored therein transmitted from said terminal apparatus (see at least col. 3, lines 
24-36; col. 8, lines 16-24; col. 16, lines 9-19), wherein the unrewritable prepaid 
information includes a prepaid amount of money, a prepaid service ID, and 
medium ID (col. 10, lines 41-46; col. 13, lines 4-47); 
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• second storage means for storing a usable remaining amount of money in 

accordance with said identifier unique to said recording medium and said 
unrewritable prepaid information (col. 3, lines 12-14; col. 5, lines 38-41; col. 8, 
lines 34-48) received by said receiving means (see at least col. 3, lines 4-23; 
col. 8, line 57 - col. 9, line 5; col. 9, lines 21-29); 

• charging processing means for updating, when said predetermined content data 

are transmitted from said first storage means to said terminal apparatus, said 
usable remaining amount of money stored in said second storage means for a 
charge of said predetermined content data transmitted from said first storage 
means to said terminal apparatus (see at least col. 3, lines 1 1-23; col. 8, line 63 
- col. 9, line 5; col. 9, lines 56-col. 10, line 3; col. 13, line 63-col. 14, line 5). 
Regarding claim 27, the claim recites an information center connected to a 

terminal apparatus that is parallel in scope to claim 12 above and is rejected under 

similar grounds. 

Regarding claim 30, Fujimoto discloses information distribution method for 
distributing content data from an information center to a terminal apparatus in which a 
recording medium is loadable and recording the distributed content data thereto, said 
information center and said terminal apparatus being interconnected via a 
predetermined communication line, comprising the steps of: 

• receiving an identifier unique to said recording medium and unrewritable prepaid 

information (col. 3, lines 12-14; col. 5, lines 38-41; col. 8, lines 34-48; col. 10, 
lines 22-24) recorded on said recording medium loaded by a purchaser in the 
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terminal apparatus and transmitted from said terminal apparatus (see at least 
col. 6, lines 23-58; col. 13, line 63 - col. 14, line 5), wherein the unrewritable 
prepaid information includes a prepaid amount of money, a prepaid service ID 
and a medium ID (col. 10, lines 41-46; col. 13, lines 4-47); 

• storing, in a memory, a usable remaining amount of money relative to the 

unrewritable prepaid information (col. 3, lines 12-14; col. 5, lines 38-41; col. 8, 
lines 34-48) in accordance with said received identifier unique to said recording 
medium and said received unrewritable prepaid information (col. 3, lines 12-14; 
col. 5, lines 38-41 ; col. 8, lines 34-48; col. 3, lines 4-23; col. 8, line 57 - col. 9, 
line 5; col. 9, lines 21-29); 

• comparing said usable remaining amount of money stored in said memory with a 

charge of content data to be distributed from said information center to said 
terminal apparatus (see at least col. 3, lines 1 1-23; col. 8, line 63 - col. 9, line 5; 
col. 9, lines 56-col. 10, line 3; col. 13, line 63-col. 14, line 5); 

• permitting, when said usable remaining amount of money stored in said memory 

is greater than said charge of said content data to be distributed from said 
information center to said terminal apparatus, the transmission of said content 
data from said information center to said terminal apparatus (see at least col. 3, 
lines 1 1 -23; col. 8, line 63 - col. 9, line 5; col. 9, lines 56-col. 1 0, line 3; col. 1 3, 
line 63-col. 14, line 5); and 

• updating, by said charge of said content data, said usable remaining amount of 

money stored in a second memory when said content data are transmitted from 
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said information center to said terminal apparatus (see at least col. 3, lines 11- 
23; col. 8, line 63 - col. 9, line 5; col. 9, lines 56-col. 10, line 3; col. 13, line 63- 
col. 14, line 5). 

Regarding claim 40, the claim recites a method that is parallel in scope to claim 
12 above and is rejected under similar grounds. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2-3, 18 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,018,720 to Fujimoto in view of U.S. Patent No. 
6,144,745 to Akiyama et al. 

Regarding claim 2, Fujimoto substantially discloses the claimed invention, 
however, it does not disclose the recording medium also records information about a 
remaining recordable capacity thereof, the information is reproduced by the recording 
and reproducing means, the reproduced information is transmitted by the first 
transmitting means to the information center. Fujimoto discloses the purchaser may 
increase the number of game software recorded therein within storage or memory 
capacity thereof (col. 9, lines 12-15). Furthermore, Fujimoto discloses blocks of data 
purchased by the purchaser (see at least col. 10, lines 19-21). Akiyama, on the other 
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hand, teaches the recording medium also records information about a remaining 
recordable capacity (see at least col. 6, lines 57-64). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify the system of Fujimoto, to includes the 
recording of the remaining recording capacity, as taught by Akiyama, so as to be 
notified as to whether there is left a capacity enough to store the data (Akiyama col. 6, 
lines 60-61). 

Regarding claim 3, Fujimoto substantially discloses the claimed invention, 
specifically, the first comparing means for comparing usable remaining amount of 
money stored in the second storage means with a price of content data to be 
transmitted to the terminal apparatus (see at least col. 8, line 66- col. 9, line 3; col. 9, 
lines 56-64). However, Fujimoto does not disclose the second comparing means for 
comparing the information about a remaining recordable capacity of the recording 
medium with a size of the content data to be transmitted to the terminal apparatus. 
Fujimoto discloses the purchaser may increase the number of game software recorded 
therein within storage or memory capacity thereof (col. 9, lines 12-15). Akiyama, on the 
other hand, teaches the second comparing means for comparing the information about 
a remaining recordable capacity of the recording medium with a size of the content data 
to be transmitted to the terminal apparatus (see at least col. 6, lines 57-64). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify the system of Fujimoto, to includes the 
recording of the remaining recording capacity, as taught by Akiyama, so as to be 



Application/Control Number: 09/885,480 Page 10 

Art Unit: 3627 

notified as to whether there is left a capacity enough to store the data (Akiyama col. 6, 
lines 60-61). 

Regarding claim 18, the claim recites an information center connected to a 
terminal apparatus that is parallel in scope to claim 3 above and is rejected under 
similar grounds. 

Regarding claim 31, the claim recites a method that is parallel in scope to claim 3 
above and is rejected under similar grounds. 

Claim 4-10, 19-25 and 32-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,018,720 to Fujimoto and U.S. Patent No. 
6,144,745 to Akiyama et al. and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,539,468 to 
Inoue et al. 

Regarding claims 4-10, the combination of Fujimoto and Akiyama substantially 
disclose the claimed invention, however, it does not disclose the prompt for the loading 
of a second recording medium recording; adding means for adding; the edition based 
on the information about the remaining recordable capacity of the previously loaded 
recording medium and the information about the remaining recordable capacity of the 
second recording medium; when the remaining recordable capacity is found by the 
second comparing means to be smaller than the size of content data to be transmitted 
to the terminal apparatus, a control signal is transmitted from the information center to 
the terminal apparatus to instruct; the terminal apparatus to prompt for the loading of a 
second recording medium recording the remaining recordable capacity of the second 
recording medium is compared with the size of the content data to be transmitted to the 
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terminal apparatus; and, contents recorded on the second storage means are updated. 
The combination discloses the purchaser may increase the number of game software 
recorded therein within storage or memory capacity thereof (Fujimoto col. 9, lines 12- 
15). Furthermore, the combination discloses the remaining recordable capacity 
(Akiyama see at least col. 6, lines 57-64), 

Inoue, on the other hand, teaches the prompt for the loading of a second 
recording medium recording; adding means for adding; the edition based on the 
information about the remaining recordable capacity of the previously loaded recording 
medium and the information about the remaining recordable capacity of the second 
recording medium; and, contents recorded on the second storage means are updated 
(see at least col. 1, lines 38-57; col. 2, lines 16-34). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify the combination, to include the prompting, 
adding, editing, and the updating, as taught by Inoue, in order to providing copying 
control information recorded on a first recording medium onto a second recording 
medium (Inoue col. 1, lines 38-45). 

Regarding claims 19-25, the claims recite an information center connected to a 
terminal apparatus that is parallel in scope to claims 4-10 above and are rejected under 
similar grounds. 

Regarding claims 32-38, the claims recite a method that is parallel in scope to 
claims 4-10 above and are rejected under similar grounds. 

Response to Arguments 
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Applicant's arguments filed September 19, 2005 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

Applicants remark that "Fujimoto fails to show or suggest that prepaid information 
is recorded in a purchaser recording medium in an unrewritable manner". 

The Examiner does not agree. Fujimoto discloses a purchaser's record medium, 
which can record primary data, which includes software and additional data (col. 2, lines 
51-54). The additional data includes purchaser's inherent data, purchase history data 
representing history of purchase of the primary data to be purchased by the purchaser, 
and accounting data (col. 3, lines 5-8). The additional data is added to the purchaser 
record medium by a block each time, and the past payment history is preserved and the 
additional data is not updated (col. 15, lines 17-20). A storage area of the purchaser's 
record medium is composed of: a rewritable area Z1 for storing primary data such as 
software and data in such a manner as to be able to rewrite or replace currently 
recorded software and data; a purchaser history data area Z2, and a purchaser's 
inherent-data/accounting data area Z3 (col. 9, lines 21-29). The purchaser history data 
are accumulated therein without updating the past purchase history data (col. 10, lines 
22-24). The accounting data are accumulated without updating the past purchaser 
history data (col. 1 1 , lines 38-40). Furthermore, Fujimoto discloses software deliverers 
deliver original primary data, namely original software such as programs, image data, 
value-added data for controlling and expanding operations and functions of machines. 
The software deliverers manage data recorded in the computers by using authentication 
functions individually. The authentication function is performed using an identification 
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number and a password that are allocated to each of the software deliverers. Thus, 
even when a purchaser tries to access directly to the computer of the software deliverer, 
it is substantially impossible to tamper and download the data recorded therein. The 
databases which are unique to the software deliverers but are not open to the public, 
are constructed in the computers. (Col. 8, lines 34-44) Fujimoto discloses a regulating 
means for imposing restrictions on the rewriting of original data, which is recorded in the 
software-deliverer-side recording means by the purchaser (col. 6, lines 38-41). 

Such record medium which can record original primary data and additional data, 
and the additional data is purchaser's inherent data, purchase history data representing 
history of purchase of the primary data to be purchased by the purchaser, and 
accounting data which is accumulated and preserved, not updated are considered 
prepaid information which is recorded in a recording medium in an unrewritable manner. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marissa Thein whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6764. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alex Kalinowski can be reached on 571-272-6771. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). / 




Mtot 

November 26, 2005 



ALEXANDER KALINOWSKI 
SUPERVISORY RATENT EXAMINER 



